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We welcome your feedback about our newsletter.
Please visit our website www.islandlearning.co.uk
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A Word From

Jackie

It is hard to believe how quickly we seem to have arrived at
spring! The light mornings and evenings are a welcome sign of
the passing from the darkness of winter to the promise of summer.
It has been a very busy term of work particularly for Year 11
students wo are busy preparing for their examinations after
Easter, preparing CVs and organising their college or work
based training or employment for September. We held a very
successful parents evening where students and parents were able
to discuss both children’s progress and their options post 16 with
representatives from the Careers Service, Isle of Wight College
and the training providers. Thanks to all the parents who
attended.
You will also be aware that the Centre had its first inspection
from OFSTED since we re-located to our current site. We were
pleased to be rated as a ‘good school’. This validates our commitment to enabling all students to develop the skills and
knowledge to achieve their best academically, socially and to
have the strategies to manage themselves effectively. In case you
have not had time to read the full report, extracts from it are
included in this newsletter.
You will also find information throughout on the range of work
being covered in all subjects and the efforts staff go to making
working engaging and interesting. Everything for pancake day,
to a day of ‘Wally’ dressed teacher to celebrate world book day,
is contained in this edition. All visitors to the school in the last
few months have commented on the quality of the work on display. All students with work displayed should be very proud –
we certainly are.
Finally as we approach the Easter holidays, if you successfully
managed to stick to whatever you tried to give up for the last 6
weeks, well done, particularly if it was chocolate!. Hopefully the
weather will stay good and we can all enjoy some fresh air and
rest and relaxation.
We look forward to seeing students when the school re-opens on
Tuesday 17th April.
Happy Easter.

Jackie

SENCO and FLO
The ILC Special Education Needs Coordinator is Anne
Gough. Anne will support the identification of
children with special educational needs ensuring our
provision includes the right interventions. Anne shares
important SEN information to support teachers’ with
their planning.
Anne liaises with parents and outside agencies and
assists applications for educational, health and care
needs for students who may require additional
provision. We offer outreach support to schools and
ensure that our students returning to mainstream have the
appropriate provisions for their needs.

Teresa Brimble-Brennan is our Family Liason Officer.
Her role is to assist in tackling underachievement by
working in partnership with families, parents, carers and
the young people. Students need full access to
educational opportunities and Teresa will help
overcome barriers to learning and participation. Teresa
works closely with education welfare to support
parents/cares with getting their child to school.
Teresa holds drop in afternoons where local
agencies are invited to come and support informally with an opportunity for parents to make
new friends and feel less isolated. Coffee and
cake will be on offer!

Outreach
Our Outreach service provides 2 teachers
who spend most of the week visiting and
teaching students who currently cannot
attend the ILC. This can be in the form of
home tuition or meeting at an external provision.
The impact and success of this service has been very
effective for the students concerned, with behaviour,
attendance and academic progress showing a significant
improvement.

ILC Uniform!
Students are required to wear:
Plain black sweatshirt
Plain white shirt

Black trousers
Black shoes
No hoodies or zips
No Logo’s on either trousers or
top

News
OFSTED. Please see full report over leaf:
From the Chair of the Management Committee –Grainne Andrews :
“The Ofsted report is a testament to all of the hard work and
commitment shown by the staff at the Centre on behalf of their
students.
Our purpose has always been to strive to get the best
outcomes for young people and the report confirms that the Centre
is making that difference.”

Student Achievements
Outstanding Effort

Attendance

English– Lottie, Meiki,
Owen , Ciaran, Ria
Science – Meiki, Will,
Jack, Sam, Ria, Nathan G
ICT– Lottie
Food Tech—Jack, Bobby,
James
Art– Lottie, Shiy, Ebony,
Keira, Jack
PE– James, Oktavia, Meiki

Kiera 92%
Bailey 98%
Will 93%
Most improved:
Lottie
Kiera

Earn Yourself a
Galaxy of Stars!

OFSTED
The ILC provides specialised alternative provision for the most vulnerable
students within the Isle of Wight education system. We believe passionately
that our young learners should have the same opportunities as their peers in
mainstream education. We set the same levels of challenge and expectations
and provide constant and precise support so that our students reach their
academic targets and make successful progression, either back to mainstream
school or onward to post 16 education, training or employment.
The new Centre completed its first full Ofsted inspection in February 2018
and we are very pleased and proud to say that the outcomes were as follows:“This is a good school.
Overall effectiveness:
Good
Effectiveness of leadership and management: Good
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment: Good
Personal development, behaviour and welfare: Good
Outcomes for pupils:
Good.

Leaders and staff successfully develop
pupils’ self-esteem. As a result, pupils
take pride in their work and in their
well-kept school.
Teachers use a range of strategies that
help pupils succeed and make the right
choices regarding their learning and
behaviour.
Pupils make consistently good progress
in most subjects. Effective support ensures that pupils who have complex
needs or low starting points also make
strong progress.
Pupils’ conduct around the school is
good. Staff are skilled in ensuring that
pupils’ individual behavioural needs are
well met.
Pupils say that they enjoy coming to
school. The school’s good-quality support helps them to settle quickly when
they first join the school.

Parents and carers value the work of
the school. They particularly
appreciate the significant success it
has in improving pupils’ attitudes to
learning and supporting their
well-being.

What the school needs to do to
improve further:
While pupils attendance is
beginning to improve, it is too low.
Leaders acknowledge that more
needs to be achieved to raise pupils’
attendance further.
The most able pupils are not
consistently challenged. As a result,
these pupils do not achieve as well
as they could.

Step– up
Welcome Step Up - students visit us for their initial
induction, typically 4 x 1 hour sessions which include
baseline assessments for core subjects and chance to
get to know the student identifying any support they
might need. Our latest addition to the induction pack
is the Mind-set Assessment - an online questionnaire
identifying fixed or growth mind-set.
Lois and Juliet are both trained ELSA’s which allows
us to offer 1:1 emotional support or group sessions for
Anger Management and Social Skills.
Literacy interventions are also offered by us using a
variety of resources including the Sound Training programme. Students are regularly tested in spelling,
reading and comprehension to monitor progress.
Additional screening is also carried out to identify
those students that may require further assessment by
outside agencies.

World Book Day
For World Book Day, Staff added an air of
humour and mystery to the day by dressing
as characters room the Where's Wally?
series of books. Students in Secondary and
Primary received book tokens for this day,
and enjoyed seeing book characters roam
the corridors.
Staff also took part in
promoting some of
their favourite books.
Why not ask someone what their
favourite book is?

OFSTED
Other positives that validate the work we have been undertaking to ensure we are an
ambitious pupil centred organisation include:
A strong spirit of togetherness unifies staff, pupils and their families.
Leaders use their accurate understanding of pupils’ needs to design and implement an
effective school curriculum.’
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.’ … Pupils feel safe in school. They
are confident that there is always a trusted adult they can talk to if they have a
worry or concern. Additionally, parents say the school looks after their children well.
Teachers use their strong knowledge of pupils’ needs and abilities to pitch work
appropriately. Teachers are adept at identifying any gaps in pupils’ learning and put in
place additional teaching to help them catch up.
Outcomes for pupils are good. Across the school and in most subjects, pupils’
progress is typically good due to effective teaching and support.
Pupils develop important skills, such as literacy and scientific understanding,
effectively across the curriculum.
In all year groups, pupils are making good progress in reading and writing….
Secondary pupils make consistently good progress in English and science
Pupils make rapid progress in art and food technology. They scope out their own
projects and develop their design ideas, creating impressive products that are of a high
standard.

Focus on Growth Mind-set

Teachers choose good-quality reading books that help pupils to develop their literacy
skills. Throughout the school, pupils read keenly with confidence and good
expression.
In art, pupils produce a range of good-quality work. Their impressive work is celebrated in displays both at school and at local galleries. Pupils are proud of their
achievements and ensure that their portfolios are kept in the best order.
Pupils in key stage 2 make consistently good progress. Positive relationships re-engage
pupils into education and make learning enjoyable for them. Time is taken so that
pupils can learn without the fear of failure.
The sports premium is used effectively.’
Pupils across all key stages value the school’s system to promote positive behaviour.
They enjoy collecting ‘reward stars’ which help promote a ‘can do’ approach to all
aspects of school. Pupils enjoy the additional responsibilities they are given and
having the freedom to choose how to use their rewards by either ‘spending’ or
‘saving’ them.

Science
Students have continued to
produce some exceptional
work in Science lessons, KS3
have covered separating mixtures, including the distillation
of some real Ryde beach seawater, making distilled water
and growing some stunning
salt crystals. Well done to
Ryan and Bailey for growing
the best crystal the ILC has
ever seen (see picture). Our
younger students have gone
onto look at speed and pressure.
KS4 year 10 students have studied forces, diseases and the development of medical drugs. KS4 year 11 students have their exams rapidly approaching; the first science paper is Biology 1, on the 15th
May. Students have recently revised electricity, genetics and biotechnology. It is important our year 11 students get their heads
down to revise at home over the last few crucial weeks. All students have taken home revision guides and workbooks to help with
this.
Finally, congratulations and a special mention to Lottie, Will, Meiki,
Jack, Sam ,Nathan and Ria who
were all awarded ‘Effort in Science”
certificates this term. Well done on
all your success and hard work.
Rachael Wright

The Cabin
Each week for Enrichment we
go out in the minibus.
Some of our visits are to the
beach, the forest, and many of
the footpaths across the
Island.
We have taken in the sights of
Quarr Abbey, Long Stone,
Gurnard, Appley Tower and
Puckpool Park.
Each student has completed a
topic about a country of their
choice.
We looked at the traditions,
food, population, costume,
tourist attractions available,
and also some of their
historical features.
Other topics we have discussed
are: Fairtrade foods and
talked about the farmers from
where the food originates.
We looked at Migration,
Immigration and Emigration of
people.

English

The Cabin
The class has been busy this term with
cross curricular English — World
Religions. We have completed a
project on Islam and the Muslim faith.

We have explored their culture,
customs and beliefs.
They have learnt about the 5 Pillars of
Islam and what each Pillar symbolised.
The class produced some lovely
writing and pictures for our display
board.

Crime has been another big topic
this term for our class.
We have had a visit to The Youth
Court and were shown around the
Crown Court and the holding cells.
We then had a trip to the Old Court
House in the middle of town and
saw some very old Victorian cells.
We are awaiting a trip to the Police
station, a PCSO coming into class
and then a trip to the local radio
station.

This term our KS3 English students have been
busy exploring the theme of ‘Adrenalin’. Bear
Grylls has been central to this piece of work as
students have studied a range of non-fiction texts
to learn about how he lives wild. This in turn has
linked to the school’s forest school programme as
students have consulted the forest school lead to
inform their creation of survival leaflets. In KS4
the theme of ‘Detectives and Spies’ has been underpinned with a range of exciting texts. Alex
Rider’s Scorpia has proven to be extremely popular as students have practised the skill of identifying the difference
between explicit and implicit textual information. Students are currently looking forward to exploring Ian Fleming’s range of famous
texts in addition to Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes to support their study into textual
features and structure. Current year 11 students
have completed their spoken language assessments and the English Team have enjoyed hearing about a diverse range of subjects. Currently
they are busy preparing for their GCSE in English
by using a range of new and previously studied
texts supported with independent study plans.
We wish them well-deserved success in their
forthcoming GCSE examinations.

Mrs Whiteley
English Lead

Art, literacy and SMSC

ICT

‘Tiny Worlds’ Photography Project.

Following our Autumn Term Street Art theme
we began our Photography Unit exploring the
work of London based street artist ‘Slinkachu’.

Slinkachu cr eates miniatur e wor lds that conveys a message that often
addresses current affairs. In response students were asked to consider a
message to express within their own work. They created miniature dioramas
and used the macro function to take close up photography. Linking with
Literacy students were asked to produce an image and description containing
explicit meaning, satire and irony. Above: ‘Big Things Have Small Beginnings’Lottie, ‘Use the Force’-Ryan, ‘Death by Chocolate’- Shiy

‘Let’s ‘av Some’ By Chloe yr 10
This image portrays a street gang. The irony is they
are fighting over a trivial sweet like young children.
‘Let’s ‘av some’ refers to fighting talk though has
dual meaning which is open to interpretation. Are
they really fighting or are they just looking to share
some sweets? This draws attention to the futility of
gang warfare but also the inherent subdued danger
that lies behind a seemingly harmless request.

KS3
The first topic covered in the spring term
was Animation. Using the program Pivot
Animation, students created animations
using stick men and learning about
frames per second, moving characters in
unison, adding backgrounds and exporting their final
animation.
We followed this with a programming topic, using Scratch
for students to look at how games are controlled and to
create their own versions of games, be that copying the
code of games already created or creating their own
games.
The next half term will see KS3 looking at Graphics and
Publishing. They will look at creating their own graphics
and developing items for publishing, such as CD case
covers.
KS4

‘Broken Home’ By Tea yr 9
Poverty and homelessness is an
increasing problem. We are running
out of space for housing, rents are
high and people are forced to live in
unacceptable environments. In the
background lie broken shells, depicting urban decay- a field of broken
dreams. Is this the future or a
catalyst for change?

With a big emphasis on working towards a Functional
Skills qualification in ICT, the first half term was focussed on spreadsheets and how they function. Students
worked on various uses of spreadsheets, inputting
formula, creating charts and working with data.
For the second half term the focus has been on Functional Skill sets, with students completing short tasks to
emphasise the skills and knowledge needed for the
Functional skills exam, to be sat in the next half term.

PE
Key Stage 3 has been focussing on developing their
cycling skills; from actually wearing a Helmet and being
able to perform a bicycle check to riding slaloms and on the
road. Almost all of Key Stage 3 have achieved a pass at the
Gears Level 1 Award, next term the students will be aiming
to achieve their Gears Level 2 qualification which involves
off road cycling skills and a higher level of bike maintenance.
KS4
Key Stage 4 has been working hard at developing their BTEC Portfolios,
there has been a concerted effort to show their Football, Basketball,
Cycling, Table Tennis and Fitness Development. There have been some
fabulous examples of how applying a positive attitude towards work can
achieve results as three Key Stage 4 students have already completed their
BTEC Assignments. Key Stage 4 students in PE have been instrumental in
planning their summer term to help develop a bespoke scheme of learning
that will complement the expectations of their BTEC qualification.

Art Gallery
In keeping with humour and irony our second
project was to create a modern take on a
Renaissance still life. Here we made
comparisons to the Renaissance painter
Caravaggio, known for his realistic paintings
of medieval feasts and the German photographer Rebecca Rutten. The project highlighted
todays diets and the western relationship with
junk and convenience food. KS3c’s Still Life
Macro Photography, Photoshop and Drones. In this pr oject
students were asked to think about ways of seeing, viewpoints and
perspective -from microscopic to telescopic! Using Photoshop the
images were then manipulated by applying filters and effects . On
the opposite end of the scale some students had the opportunity to
use a Drone to take some amazing aerial photography giving a
new perspective of our local environment.

Orchids by Ebony, Peacock Feather– Shiy, Praying Mantis– Will, Drone—Jack

Maths
KS3 students have studied perimeter, area,
volume, fractions, decimals and percentages. They have since
moved onto algebra, from the technical vocabulary to a range of methods to help them solve complex, multi-stage equations and
inequalities.
Some KS4 students have begun a new Entry Level Maths qualification
and have been preparing for their coursework and assessments, others
have been learning about the properties of shapes, and using angle
facts and the vocabulary of parallel lines to solve geometry problems.

Photograms and Cyanotype
Printing. Her e we used photographic processes without using
the camera. A Photogram is a
contact print using light sensitive paper, an object or negative
and a UV lamp. This was then
developed into Cyanotype prints
on fabric using multiple negatives, objects and stencils.

Cyanotypes by Ebony and Merry

Lifeskills Room

Lifeskills Room

The majority of Year 11 have now completed their BTEC Level 2 Home
Cooking Skills.
All students cooked some fabulous dishes and deserve to be very proud of
their efforts.
Some examples of their work is shown below:

We have been working on a ‘Ready
Steady Cook Activity’ this half
term with students planning, preparing and cooking a 2 -course
meal from a given ‘bag’ of ingredients. This is part of an AQA Unit
Award and we had some wonderful
results from all those that took part.

Jack Charge

Ebony Medland

Jade Pearce

Matt Dyer
Callum Rundle-Kearns

‘Bag' of Ingredients

