Island Learning Centre News

We welcome your feedback about our newsletter.
Please visit our website www.islandlearning.co.uk

Island Learning Centre
Albany Road
Newport
01983 300333
Www.islandlearning.co.uk

S
U
M
M
E
R

T
E
R
M

A Word From

Jackie

Dear Parents/ Carers,

As we approach the end of what has been a busy school year, it is
pleasing to have the opportunity to look back and celebrate the
many successes we have had.
As usual we finished the term with our celebration assembly which
is always a great reminder of the effort and progress that most
children make in areas like improving attendance, increasing
knowledge in a particular subject area, supporting the Centre’s
fundraising activities or representing the Centre well when undertaking activities off site. I was particularly pleased with one of our
students who received a citizenship award for the way he supported
and spoke with a resident when out in the town. The resident was so
impressed with our young student that she phoned the school to
explain how helpful he had been and how proud we should be of
him. We are very proud and aim for all of our students to represent
the Centre in this way.
As you know, the centre was inspected by OFSTED in February
and very pleased to receive a ‘good’ rating and confirmation that
the direction the Centre is working towards, is one that will provide
the best outcomes for children. Inspectors noted the ‘togetherness’
in the way the staff, students and parents were working together and
I want to thank you for your continued support. That support is essential in giving students the boundaries, encouragement and
self -confidence they need to produce their best.
Visitors to the Centre have regularly commented on the high quality
of the work on display and in students’ books and this is testament
to the hard work of staff and students. I hope this issue of our newsletter provides you with a flavour of the range of activities and quality of the work our children have been involved in and produced.
It really has been a summer term given the glorious weather we
have enjoyed since the May half term. I hope you have a great
summer break and look forward to welcoming back the students on
Tuesday 4th September.
Best wishes

Jackie

Family liaison officer
A note from the FLO -Teresa

Thank you to all the parents who attended the recent coffee and cake afternoon where we talked about surviving
the school holidays and shared ideas. These afternoons
will take place every term and if there is something that
you want us to include, please let me know.
These were useful websites we discovered:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/isle-of-wight-50-things
-to-do-before-youre-11– 50 fun things/ideas to keep the
children busy over the holidays with a printable chart.
www.isleogwightguru.co.uk - 25 ideas for free activities
on I.O.W
www.barnardos.org.uk— sessions for babies and children
with additional needs and signposting for support.
As you may have noticed I am trying to focus on the attendance and punctuality to raise achievements for all our
students. Thank you for your continued support with this.
Please feel free to call me if you
want any support or advice or
pop in, for a chat.
Have a lovely break and see you
all in September.

Outreach
The outreach team has had another busy
year seeing students, who for a variety of
reasons cannot attend the centre. Here we
work to re- engage students with learning
and to ensure they are getting access to the core subjects.
Some students are home
tutored whilst others meet at an external provision. With
1:1 tutoring students can turn things around quickly. This
year we have seen some real success stories of students
taking their English and Maths GCSE’s and applying for
college courses. Well done for all your hard effort.

ILC Uniform!
Students are required to wear:
Plain black sweatshirt
Plain white shirt

Black trousers
Black shoes
No hoodies
No Logo’s on either trousers or
top

Allergies!
We currently have students who have nut allergies
in school. Nut allergies are severe, to help
minimise the risk please do not send your child to
school with any nut products.
Thank you for your support.

Student Achievements
Outstanding Effort
English– Dan, Alfi S,
Ciaran, Kane, Cody, Ria,
Harry J
Science – Ria, Dan
Maths– Will H, Owen J,
Ciaran, Ryan C
Food Tech—Owen J, Dan
Art– Kiera, Owen J,
Cody W, Shiy, Alfi S
PE– Katie

Attendance
Bailey 97%
Will H 96%
Cody W 91%

Most improved:
Kiera
Cody W

Stars

3a Ryan C– Bronze
4b Meiki– Silver
4b Nathan– Bronze
4b Nathan– Bronze
4d Dan – silver

Earn Yourself a
Galaxy of Stars!

KS3 Science
KS3 students have studied plants, photosynthesis, the environment, ecosystems and disruption to food chains this term. Students used quadrats
and made pit-traps to look at the biodiversity around the school site. We
found over sixteen species of plants in the field and caught a lot of carrion
beetles!

Several students completed some work looking at the justification for, and
arguments against, hunting animals. They also looked at damage this has
caused some species. A special mention should go to Sean B and Harry P,
who both completed some wonderful presentations.

Step– up
Welcome to Step Up - students visit us for their initial
induction, typically 4 x 1 hour sessions which include
baseline assessments for core subjects and chance to get
to know the student identifying any support they might
need. Our latest addition to the induction pack is the Mind-set Assessment an online questionnaire identifying
fixed or growth mind-set.

The Summer term has seen a change to the Step Up team timetable with fixed weekly social skills sessions for most classes.
This has given us the opportunity to use an intervention
scheme called ‘Talk about’ and we are looking forward to continuing this in September.
We have continued to offer the GL dyslexia screener (English),
which provides guidance on a pupils tendencies toward dyslexia and may point us toward the need for further investigation
by outside agencies. Recently, we trailed the GL dyscalculia
screener (Maths) and hope to offer this as an additional testing
resource for students in the future.

This topic also tied into work in English, where students have discussed animal rights and the ethics of using insects and animals in various ways.
A new science club has been running on Monday lunch times at 12:15, to
which all students are welcome.

PSHE
Topics covered in PSHE this term have been forming positive
relationships, bullying and cyber bullying, online stress,
smoking and alcohol. These lessons are targeted at providing
students with the right information to allow them to make informed decisions about the choices they make.

KS4 Science
Year 11 students have studied plants, photosynthesis, aerobic and anaerobic
respiration, the response of the body to exercise and fermentation. They are
going to end the year with some fun chemistry and making their own ginger
beer. This drink will be ready to sample in the last week of term!

Year 10 began their
GCSE course by
studying atoms, molecules, bonding and
structures of ionic
and covalent chemicals. All students
have started well on
the new course.
To end the year, students will be making
and launching their
own rockets in a project based on ‘The
Martian’ movie.

Sunscreen and sun safety

When school’s out, the sun is shining and you’re just chilling, it’s easy to
forget to stay safe in the sun

Sunburn increases your risk of skin cancer.
Sunburn doesn't just happen on holiday –
You can burn in the UK, even when it's cloudy.
There's no safe or healthy way to get a tan.
A tan doesn't protect your skin from the sun's
harmful effects.
Sun Safety Tips
In the UK, the sun is strongest between 11am and 3pm from
March to October. Spend time in the shade during this time and
cover up with suitable clothing and sunglasses. Take extra care
with children.
Don't rely on sunscreen alone to protect yourself from the sun.
Wear suitable clothing and spend time in the shade when the
sun's at its hottest. When buying sunscreen, the label should
have:
a sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 15 to protect against
UVB. UVA protection can also be indicated by the letters "UVA"
in a circle, which indicates that it meets the EU standard.
Make sure the sunscreen is not past its expiry date. Most sunscreens have a shelf life of two to three years .

I would like to thank the
Rotary club for their generous donation of a high tech
water bath, which some
KS4 students have already
used to great effect.

Well done to all students for all of
your hard work and I do hope you
enjoy your holiday.
Rachael

Maths

This term maths

has been taught
by Aiden, Kim and
Anne and we have
covered the following topics with
year 10 and our
key stage 3 classes:
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Coordinates, Graphs and
midpoints of lines
Probability
Sequences
Transformations
Fraction, Decimals and
Percentages
Perimeter area and
volume
Angles
Circles

The 11 students have prepared for their GCSE’s and additional
maths qualifications, and we wish them well for the future.
Meiki deser ves par ticular recognition for her revision
Summer 1 Maths
Awards were given to:Oky
Ryan
Ciaran
Keira
Summer 2 Maths awards
were given to:Dan
Cody
Dillon
Will H

Geek Club
Come along on Thursday lunchtimes
at 12:15 to room 1 for Science and
gaming fun.
Experiments

Magic the
Gathering

Chess

Lego Star Wars

HISTORY
The class looked at what it was
like living 100 years ago. They
have realised how technology
has moved on. How lucky they
are living in this century. The
progression of the motor car
and travel by aeroplane. They
also looked at the rations after the wars, and combined with
cookery classes have cooked some foods to see the taste differences and enjoyed these lessons a lot. They saw how
medicine has moved on over the years and also school life is
very different today.

World Religions
We have continued as a class to discover new religions and
this term we have studied Judaism and Buddhism.
With each religion we looked at their beliefs and the way
they live day to day lives with those beliefs. Their churches,
ceremonies, weddings, births, deaths, special occasions and
how the religion started many years ago. We
even practised meditation and looked at
ways we could use it to control our feelings
and emotions.
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PHSE
3B have been working on several areas of PHSE. As a class we looked at
immigration and migration. We thought about what it would be like if
you had to leave everything you owned, and moved quickly to another
country. How they may feel not knowing anyone or even speak the same
language. The flip side of immigration was migration where people chose
to move to another country and hope for a better life. The feelings maybe
the same for the people involved. There are a number of obstacles that the
migrant may need to overcome, including:

Unemployment in new country

Racism and cultural differences

Language barriers

Lack of opportunities
This then took us onto our manners and what is good and bad manners. I
am glad to say that 3B knew exactly which was which, and have since
tried to fulfil the ones they may not have been using so much.

When asking for something, say "Please.“

When receiving something, say "Thank you."

Do not interrupt grown-ups who are speaking with each other unless there is an emergency. They will notice you and respond when
they are finished talking.

Isle of Wight College Gym visits

This summer we have been to the Isle of Wight College
Gym and helped the Level 2 Sports students with their
assessments. Each Wednesday morning 3B went along
and joined in games run by the students. Each then had a
personal trainer in the gym using the equipment. They really enjoyed this
time.

English
As we approach the end of the summer term
strange things have been happening: the
English department has become submerged
under a blizzard of letters addressed to one
Mr H. Potter. This phenomenon forms part
of our current Key Stage 3 theme - Armchair Travellers - where we have been taking our students into the magical world of
fiction. Our students have also been journeying into travel writing. We have enjoyed
reading their travel diaries and finding out
about places they have visited and wish to
visit. Postcards sent from the Forbidden Forest have proved to be
especially spine tingling!
Over in Key Stage 4 our year 10 and year 11 students have been
practising expressing their opinions in both the written and spoken
form. Central to this term has been the theme of disability. Students
have been exploring a challenging range of non-fiction texts which
span the nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Students
have been discussing the horrified reaction of the Victorians to Joseph Merrick (The Elephant Man) and debating the question – are all
disabilities physical? They have also been reading the inspirational
autobiography of Christie Brown who overcame a profound disability to become a successful artist and writer by only using his left
foot! To round off this
challenging theme, our
students have been debating whether or not
the issue of disability
still assumes the same
amount of relevance today. It has all proven to
be an interesting and
thought provoking term and we are extremely proud of our students
for their mature approach as they explored this challenging topic.

Art Gallery
Batik– is a traditional art form from South East Asia. You use
hot wax and a Tjanting tool to draw a design onto fabric
which is then dyed using fabric dyes. Students produced
beautiful designs on their cotton panels. Below- work by
Nathan, Jamie and Shiy.

Underpinning all work this term is knowledge and understanding of
colour theory. Students have explor ed the colour wheel and used
primary colours to mix dyes and paint.
Continuing to explore art
from different cultures
students learnt techniques to
wrap and bind fabric to
produce tie-dyes. These
were then printed with
digital transfers.
Left -work by Kane and
Oky.
The final project this term was Acrylic
Painting. Students stretched their own canvas panels and explored the theme ‘Fantasy
Landscapes’ whilst mastering different
painting techniques. Painting by Alfi

ICT
For the year 11 students, the first half of the term was spent
preparing and sitting their Functional Skills in ICT. Students
have focussed well at these and we look forward to the results.
The remainder of Key Stage 4 have covered a variety of topics
from spreadsheet basics and using spreadsheets to budget and
Desk Top Publishing, looking at posters and the creating of
posters.
There has also been the opportunity to work with the English
department in developing word processing skills while writing
up work.
We also looked at the World Cup, researching facts about
Russia, the distance countries travelled and other World Cup
trivia.
We are lastly looking at Future Technologies, to see where
Science Fiction is leading in to Science fact, and imagining the
developments we may be heading towards in the near future,
At Key Stage 3 further work has been based around the development of spreadsheet use and in a combined project with the
science department looking at dinosaurs and the groupings
they can be sorted in to and then at the endangered animals we
have now, what the danger is to these and how many are left.
This is culminating in the introduction of creating a video, using still photographs and combining with sound, with the focus on one endangered animal.

PE
KS3
This term in KS3 students have been working on developing key hand eye coordination by evolving their football,
basketball and tennis skills. In our theory sessions we have
been looking at core functions of the human body, from
what the skeletal and muscle systems do to how the lungs
work with the arteries and veins to get oxygen to our cells.

KS4

In KS4 students have been valiantly working
through their BTEC course work, looking in detail at how the body works, Planning their own
fitness programme and engaging in it as well
developing their core skills in wide variety of
sport; hill walking, table tennis, football, basketball, tennis, ultimate frisbee and mountain
biking. Most notably, several of our students
have achieved this term the practical section of
their MIAS Gears Level 3 Awards.

Art GCSE
Ebony focused her portfolio on the theme ‘Art and Health’ which
led her onto exploring eastern art forms to promote well- being.
Ebony wrote that beautiful things can transcend all the difficulties
of life and how the use of colour can effect mood. Ebony used a
wide mix of different materials to create reliefs and prints that embodied beauty, calmness and well– being For her exam Ebony explored the work of sculptor Eva Jospin and in response made an installation based on an enchanted forest.

Jack explor ed the theme
‘Dystopia’ through photography. Here he addressed
social issues such as the effect
of corporations, consumerism,
advertising and media.
Through his work he wanted
to show how western society
is transient and expendable
and how mankind is weighed
down by the decisions we
make.
For his exam Jack produced a
mixed media canvas depicting
issues around gun crime.

Life Skills

Life Skills

This term we held another successful fundraising Event in aid of The Alzheimer's Society
The Event was a great success and we raised
£103.90
It was so lovely to see local residents and
their children .
It has also been the British Nutrition Foundation ‘Healthy Eating Week’ so we have
been looking at what healthy eating really means. We have looked at different nutrients and why they are important to the body. Over a two week period we have
looked at popular dishes and how, by changing the ingredients slightly or the cooking
method, we can make a healthier version. The students made Homemade oven-baked
Chicken Nuggets and potato wedges and then homemade burger buns with ovenbaked beef burgers made with lean minced beef and seasoning of their choice.
We have used the ’Eat well plate’ model which shows how much of what we eat
overall should come from each food group to achieve a healthy, balanced diet.

To coincide with this Event
students also worked towards the
AQA Unit Award ‘Cupcake
Decorating’. This entailed baking
a batch of cupcakes and decorating
them using Glace Icing, ButterIcing and Fondant Icing. The
results were wonderful as you can
see from a selection here.

