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Jackie A Word From 

 Dear Parents/ Carers, 
I can’t believe how quickly the last few weeks have gone and 
that  Christmas is literally just over a week away. 
We have had a lot of new students join us since September and I am 
pleased to see them starting to understand and respond positively to the 
Centre’s high expectations.  Some lovely work has been produced across 
all subjects with many students improving their attendance .The excellent 
effort being putting into the art work has been much commented on by 
visitors to the Centre who have seen the amazing displays. This shows 
what students are capable of if they focus and this high standard should 
be what every child aims to achieve. 
 
We want our children to be happy and successful both at school and later 
as adults. Essential to them achieving these is being able to conduct 
themselves well in whatever setting they find themselves. We have spent 
a lot of time during the term reviewing how to make our expectations as 
simple as possible for students, so that we can help them develop the 
skills to be successful learners capable.  We have therefore rewritten our 
expectations into the three rules below: 
 

Be Ready,   Be Respectful,   and   Be Safe. 
 

These will underline all our social, emotional and personal development 
work with students from now on and I look forward to sharing more about 
this with you in the New Year. 
  
We say goodbye at the end of this term to two of our longstanding mem-
bers of staff – Anne Gough, our SENCo and Lois Green, one of our sup-
port and interventions assistant. Both have made a tremendous contribu-
tion to the Centre and will be  much missed. I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank them for all they have done and to wish them all the 
very best for the future. 
I hope you enjoy this last newsletter booklet of 2018 which again gives 
some lovely examples of the range of experiences we give our children 
and what they are achieving. 
I wish you and your family a very happy Christmas and hope you have 
lots of fun and some relaxing time together. School re-opens on 7

th
 Janu-

ary 2019, when we look forward to welcoming the students back. 
Have a great Christmas and all good wishes for the New Year. 
 

Jackie 

Family liaison officer 
A note from the FLO -Teresa 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the recent cof-
fee and cake afternoon where we talked about surviving 
the school holidays and shared ideas. These afternoons 
will take place every term  and if there is something that 
you want us to include, please let me know. 
These were useful websites we discovered: 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/isle-of-wight-50-things
-to-do-before-youre-11– 50 fun things/ideas to keep the 
children  busy over the holidays with a printable chart. 
www.isleogwightguru.co.uk - 25 ideas for free activities 
on I.O.W 
www.barnardos.org.uk— sessions for babies and children 
with additional needs and signposting for support. 

 
This term we held a very successful family liason after-
noon allowing parents and carers to meet the team and ask 
questions about options availa-
ble for their child. We will look 
to hold these types of sessions 
on a regular basis to improve 
communication between school 
and home 
 
 
 
 

 



Outreach 
The outreach team caters for students 
who for a variety of reasons cannot attend 
the centre. Here we work to re- engage 
students with learning  and to ensure they 
are getting access to the core subjects.  
Some students are home tutored  whilst others meet at an 
external provision. With 1:1 tutoring students can turn 
things around quickly.  
Students on out reach have covered step– up to English 
work and foundation maths GCSE topics. 

ILC Uniform! 
 Students are required to wear: 

 
Plain black sweatshirt 
 
Plain white shirt 
 
Black trousers 
 
Black shoes 
 
No hoodies   
 
No Logo’s on either trousers or 
top 

Allergies! 
We currently have students who have nut allergies 
in school. Nut allergies are severe. To help  
minimise the risk please do not send your child to 
school with any nut products.  
Thank you for your support. 

Outstanding Effort 
 

Maths– Ellie 
English—Nathan, Ellie,          

Raffy 
             

Science– Kiera, Sydney, 
Oky, Ellie 

ICT– Ellie, Cody 
Art– Ciaran, Declan,  

Dylan, Cody, Ellie, Becky 
    

Earn Yourself a  

Galaxy of Stars! 

Attendance 
Cody W 
Will H 

Student Achievements 

Stars 
3a Ryan C– Bronze 

3b– Kiera– gold 
Will H– Gold 
Will N– Silver 
RS– Bronze 

4b Ellie—Bronze 
Ria– Bronze 

Becky– Bronze 
Nathan– Silver 
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 Science 

Key Stage 4 Science: 
Students have studied Ener-
gy, thermal energy transfers, 
kinetic theory and homeo-
stasis this term.  They also 
investigated the brain, drugs 
and the hormonal control of 
the body.  A highlight was 
investigating the effect of 
drinking a caffeinated drink 
on pulse, blood pressure and 
reaction time. 
The KS4 Science prizes this 
half term go to Sydney for 
her outstanding effort in 
many topics and brilliant 
posters on drug use, and El-
lie and Oktawia for their ex-
cellent contributions in 
class. 

Key Stage 3 Science: 
This half term, students have 
studied the following areas: 
electricity and magnetism, 
particles and their behaviour 
and energy.  Highlights in-
cluded building circuits, 
making an electromagnet 
and designing an eco house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The KS3 Science prize this 
half term went to  Keira, for 
her help running the primary 
science club.  Thank you and 
well done, Keira! 

Life Skills 
 

SHORTCRUST PAS-

Autumn Term 

Shortcrust pastry is a type of pastry often used for the 
base of a tart, quiche or pie. Shortcrust pastry can be 

used to make both sweet and savoury pies such as  ap-
ple pie, quiche, lemon meringue or chicken pie. Equal 
quantities of plain flour and either margarine or butter 

are combined using the ‘rubbing in ‘ method to create a 
crisp crust when baked. 

We used our pastry to make an                                    
Apple Pie  

We made variations by adding  blackberrys that  some of 
the students had picked on an outdoor activity with Na-
talie.  We experimented with different ways to decorate 
he tops of the pies.  Some students chose to make mini 

Cheese and Onion Quiches with their pastry. 

Rubbing in  method 

SAVOURY PANCAKES 

Moving on with the pastry theme 
we made pancakes  and used 
these to make Savoury Ham, 
Cheese and Leek  pancakes. 



Life Skills 
 

ROUGH PUFF PASTRY 

Autumn Term 

This is a great shortcut method for making puff pastry. 
You can use it for sausage rolls, apple turnovers, tarts 
and savoury pies.  Traditional puff pastry starts with a 
butter block and a lean dough, which are then layered 

together. Rough puff pastry is made by combining 
chunks of butter directly with flour to make one base 

dough. It is very similar to making a pie crust but,    
Instead of rubbing the fat into  flour,  you leave much 

larger pieces of butter a folding method is used to    
create the layers thus giving a flakier finished  product. 

We used our pastry to make Cheese Puffs  Folding method 

This term we were looking at pastry and pastry products.  We learnt about the key in-
gredients and equipment used and explored different products that can be made using a 

range of different pastries. 

 Science 

The end of term was cele-
brated by classes in second-
ary with a “Christmas com-
petition” to win reward stars 
and a ’make your own slime’ 
kit.   
Students needed to make the 
tallest tree out of disposable 
cups, make a ’snowflake’ 
from crystals, build a cata-
pult to fire pom-poms, make 
a circuit to show how Christ-
mas lights work and make a 
pretty image  from a combi-
nation of milk, food dye, glit-
ter and soap (see above).  
The overall winner was Ellie  
followed by Jake, Nathan  
and Becky. 
The science department 
would like to wish all stu-
dents, their families and their 
carers a very merry  
Christmas. 

Primary science club has 
been running weekly this 
term at Thursday 
lunchtimes,  and it is well 
attended by many of the pri-
mary students.   
The club has covered eye 
dissections, making indica-
tors, reactions of acids, mak-
ing crystals, learning to use a 
Bunsen burner and investi-
gating what factors effect the 
speed of a car on a ramp. 
All students who have at-
tended the club were pre-
sented with a certificate at 
the end of term.  
Many thanks to Owen and 
Keira of KS3B for helping 
to make the club a big suc-
cess. 



Maths 

It has been an exciting eight weeks and Key Stage Four have 
worked very hard on improving their data handling skills this 
term. The students have developed their understanding of; tal-
ly tables, pictograms, bar charts, pie charts and line graphs. 
They have created their own graphs and produced some beau-
tiful looking work! 
 
 Year 11 have needed to concentrate their attention towards 
their GCSE preparations and have completed test papers to 
help build confidence for the exams after the Christmas break. 
Although at times challenging, they have continued to perse-
vere and develop their confidence and skills. We wish them all 
success with all their future examinations.  
 
Key Stage Three have been busy as well over the term. They 
have needed to focus their attention on geometry. Whilst this 
has seemed like a daunting task, they have identified angles on 
straight lines and around a point and created fantastic sequenc-

es using different shapes.  

The Cabin News 

This half term we have been able to go out still and 
enjoy the countryside . We have been to see  Quarr 
Abbey and the grounds. We have also visited the 
beaches around our school. We have managed to  
have many discussions about the litter left behind by 
visitors to the beach and what it is doing to our  im-
mediate ocean. We collected some really nice drift 
wood and flat pebbles for a project, for the wet days 
ahead in the next term. 

In our History lessons for the first part of term, we 
looked at famous battles that 
happened both on land and at 
sea. We  started with The Battle 
of Hastings. We have looked at 
the Bayeux tapestry and what it 
depicts. We went onto look at 
The battle of The Somme, Tra-
falgar, Leyte Gulf, Naseby and 
the Crimean War. We made a 
lovely display and added our 
Poppy wreath to decorate the 
classroom for Remembrance day.  



The Cabin  News 

The first part of term. The Cabin have  star ted to 
look at the new subject of Sociology.  We have been 
looking at Age  and putting things into Chronological  
order. It has included discussions 
on  Morals and Values, including 
the 5 British Values. We hope by 
the end of term to have completed 
the first AQA unit award. Each 
student can obtain certificates for 
this subject.    
 

 

Tutor class is very important to 3B. Here they can catch 
up on the days news with Newsround. A good discussion 
normally evolves afterwards. Capital letters, Quotation 
marks and full stops, have all been a key activity in our 
tutor class each week, along with spellings. These help 
with many of their other lessons. 

English 
As we approach the end of the autumn term, it 
has been another successful term for KS3 who 
have elected to continue with their Harry Potter 
theme.  This term we have been exploring the 
second book in the series Harry Potter and The 
Chamber of Secrets.  The students have enjoyed 
using this text to deepen their understanding of 
literary concepts and textual analysis.  The 
Whomping Willow and flying Ford Anglia have 
proved to be ideal objects for learning about the 

concept of personification.  Meanwhile over at Hogwarts there re-
sides everyone’s favourite, and now free, house elf Dobby!  This 
character has been the ideal study for the concept of anthropomor-
phism.  With varying narrative perspectives currently being ex-
plored through the lenses of a variety of super-natural characters, the 
literary stage is set for a magical end to this term. 

Over in Key Stage 4 our year 10 and year 11 students have been 
working on everyone’s favourite novella A Christmas Carol.  Be-
neath the feel-good factor of transformation underlies an unforgiving 
study of Victorian society.  As students have been studying this clas-
sic text links are being made to contemporary society - thought pro-
voking stuff.  Year 11 students have been developing their skills of 
perception with one particularly stunning contribution likening 
Scrooge to an oyster; a hard 
impenetrable outer shell which 
once prized open reveals a 
beautiful pearl which symbol-
ises the person that Scrooge 
can become.  Merry Christmas! 



Art Gallery 

 

Art this term has been a busy hub of activity. We have been exploring 2 
dimensional work based on the theme Street Art. 
The first project was to look at graffiti lettering styles, students designed 
their own names and learnt to scale up and draw using the grid method. 
Work by Alfi, Ryan P and Ryan C 

We produced drawings and paintings of 
street art characters looking at the use of 
line and tone. Students produced work in 
response to influential street artists such 
has Keith Haring and Banksy. We looked 
at the role of graffiti within different 
communities and the social messages of-
ten behind street art. Work by Cody,  
Dylan, Declan, Ciaran and Becky. 

ICT 
 

 

Key Stage 3 ICT: 
Over the term key Stage 3 students have been 
working on creative topics. In the first half term they 
looked at posters and how they get their messages 
over, then went on to create their own poster for a 
school based event. 
In the second half of the term they have looked at 
storybooks for young children, reviewing how these 
books are laid out and their content type and then 
designing their own book and creating it. 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage 4 ICT: 
Year 10 have looked at the components of a personal com-
puter, the development of mobile phones and the design and 
creation of CD and DVD covers for films, music and games. 
In Year 11 students have also been looking at Functional ICT 
Skills to develop their ICT levels, and at finance within busi-
ness and how ICT can help. 



Step– up 

Welcome to Step Up  - students visit us for their initial 
induction, typically 4 x 1 hour sessions which include  
baseline assessments for core subjects and the chance to 

get to know the student identifying any support they 
might need. Our latest addition to the 
induction pack is the Mind-set Assess-
ment - an online questionnaire identify-
ing fixed or growth mind-set. 

RED BOX PROJECT 
 

The ILC is now an official drop off and collec-
tion point for the red box project. This is a lo-
cal initiative to ensure that young women have 
access to sani-
tary products for 
free as and 
when they need 
them.  

Street Art 
We watched Banksy’s film ‘exit through the gift 
shop’ and based a project on the Artist ‘Invader’ . 
Here students looked at iconic symbols and created 
mosaics in Invaders style. We scaled up this project 
to create a group mural using floor tiles! Work by 
Owen, Alfi, Nathan 

 

Through personal projects students learnt to cut stencils and use  
spray can techniques to create an image of choice. Everyone has 
produced work to a really fantastic standard this term and the art 
room has been a great place to be - well done!  
Work by Becky, Alfi and Ellie  
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PE/ OAA 
KS3: This term, Circus has come to the Island Learning 
Centre. Students have had the opportunity to engage in a 
wide variety of new circus techniques from around the 
world;   Diabolo from China, Devil-Sticks from South 
America, Poi from New Zealand and Plate Spinning also 
from China.  
Some students have also taken on the chal-
lenge of walking tall by learning how to 
Stilt walk; this skill was taught to the cho-
sen few of tribes in Gambia to help them 
see across the Savannah for dangerous 
tribes and animals. During the emancipa-
tion of Africa in the 18th and 19th Century 
this skill was taken to the West Indies to 
help to look out for the dangers that could 
befall the slaves. 

KS4 have been really working hard at developing their 
BTEC coursework. The term’s focus has been to develop 
sport in an  individual format as well as working on devel-
oping their own individual fitness plan that they will take 
part in later in the school year. Several of the students who 
chose hill walking have also been taking part in the adult 
focussed National Navigation Award Scheme, a qualifica-
tion that adds credibility to any 
outdoor world job application.  
Some students that chose climb-
ing as an individual sport have 
been engaging in climbing and 
scrambling skills, trying them out 
on the Mottistone Long Stone. 

Forest and Beach School 
This term’s Forest School started with us tidying the forest 
floor. After having six weeks away the undergrowth had certain-
ly taken over our Secret Forest School Hideaway in Brading. To 
help us tidy the area we worked on making tools like Mallets 
and Hackers which involved having to work as a team. We also 
developed the area further by creating better seating for the stu-
dents and a whole new camp. 
Beach School followed later in the term with the students learn-
ing about the tidal littoral zones and while the weather was 
good we took a drone out for a flew flights, teaching the stu-
dents modern filming techniques. Our last forest school session 
of the term pitted students from KS3b against Students from 
KS3a and KS4a in a “Who can build the best shelter in less than 
2 hours, without using string” game. KS3b used the root system 
of a fallen tree to lean their protection against while the other 
team used friction and engineering concepts to build theirs. It 
was a resounding draw as both shelters had good protection and 
comfortableness even in the pouring rain. Roll on 2019 when 
we will be building ladders, a staircase and coppicing some  
rather poorly Hazel. 

Forest school 


