
We welcome your feedback about our newsletter. 
Please visit our website www.islandlearning.co.uk 

Island Learning Centre News 

 

Island Learning Centre 
Albany Road 

Newport 
01983 300333 

Www.islandlearning.co.uk 

 
S 
P 
R 
I 
N 
G 
 
 
T 
E 
R 
M 
 



Jackie A Word From 

 Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

It is delightful to be writing this spring’s newsletter with the sun 
streaming through the windows and all the signs of spring every-
where. 
With the warmer weather, students have had the opportunity to ex-
plore different parts of the island by attending forest schools or 
through various art and enrichment projects. Most students have 
been a credit to the school on these outings, ably demonstrating the 
Centre’s three main rules of  
 
                               Be ready, Be respectful and Be Safe. 
 
We are proud of the curriculum we are able to offer the students and 
it is good to see students engaging in the well planned and thought-
ful lessons teachers are providing. The quality of the work that has 
been produced, a sample of which is in this newsletter, has been 
very high and I am very proud of all the students who have com-
pleted it. I hope this work enables students to see what they can 
achieve with effort and a positive attitude.  
I want to congratulate the students who have worked hard consist-
ently this term and have improved either their attendance or their 
knowledge and skills in a particular subject. Attendance at school is 
key to successfully developing social and academic skills, so well 
done to all the students whose attendance is over 90% or who have 
increased their attendance rate from last term. 
Year 11 students are in the final stages of the preparations for their 
exams and I hope they can find a balance between revision and re-
laxation over the holidays. 
I would like to wish all parents/carers and students a Happy Easter. 
Enjoy some rest and relaxation and not too many Easter eggs.       

Best wishes 

Jackie 
 
 

News 

Restorative Justice Visits 
We have been fortunate enough to 
have 2 visits to the centre by young 
men who are committed to restora-
tive justice and who want their sto-
ries to be told around schools na-
tionally 
Jacob Dunn is a young man who 5 
years ago was imprisoned for killing a man in a fight. Jacob ex-
plained to the students that he was diagnosed with dyslexia and As-
perger's and that he had used these labels to not try hard at school. 
He fell into a gang and it was comradery which led to the death. He 
has now committed his life to restorative Justice working closely 
with the parents of his victim. 

Music Workshops 
Southampton music hub have been 
providing a music tutor to work with 
our students on a weekly basis. Here 
students have been using Launch 
Pad and Garage Band on IPad to 
compose digital music 

 

Knife Crime– Omar Sharif 
After being stabbed at 17, Omar decided to ditch the life of gang 
crime. He had also seen knife crime claim the life of one of his 
friends and it was then that he made the decision to turn his life in a 
different direction. Following his decision to step away from life in 
a gang in London, Omar studied hard and set up his own business 
through the Princes Trust. 
He tells his inspiring story to young people to talk about the dan-
gers of carrying a knife and to show how young people can turn 
things around. 



Support teams 
OUTREACH 
The outreach team support many students 
who for a variety of reasons  cannot at-
tend the centre. Some students are home  
tutored whilst others meet at an external provision.  
Here we work to re- engage students with learning  and to 
ensure they are getting access to the core subjects. Yr 11 
students are able to continue studies for their GCSE’s .  

NURTURE STREAM 
Nurture sessions are  run by a small team consisting of 
Carrie, Rachel, Juliet and Jo. They are held in the step up 
area which is separate to the main centre. This pro-
gramme helps students to gain confidence and build  
relationships to enable them to become classroom ready 

GIFT 
Gift sessions are led by Debbie and Sarah who offer  therapy sessions 
to students if  needed . 

Family Liaison officer 
Teresa Brimble– Brennan is our FLO.  Teresa can be contacted by 
parents/ carers who may need support or advice. Teresa is the 
meber of staff that will represent the ILC at any professional meet-
ings and can also support parents and carers through the early help 
process. 

Outstanding Effort 
 

English– Courtney, Becky, 
Dougal 

 
Science – Dougal 

 
Maths– Raffy, Dougal, 

Maddy 
Food Tech—Kayleigh, Ellie 

Art– Courtney, Becky,  
Maddy 

 
PE– Kayleigh, Chris, 

Dougal 

Earn Yourself a  

Galaxy of Stars! 

Student Achievements 

Stars 
3a Dougal– Bronze 
3a Daniel– Bronze 

3b Will– Silver 
3b Raffy– Silver 
3b Jess– Bronze 

4a Dylan– Bronze 
4a Chris– Bronze 
4b Ellie– Silver 

4b Nathan– Bronze 
4b Becky– Bronze 
4b James– Bronze 

4b Ria– Bronze 
4c Harry– Bronze 

4c Cameron– Bronze 
4c Kayleigh– Bronze 
4d Courtney– Gold 
4d Maddy-Silver 

Stars 
Bronze Award– 200/ £10 

Silver– 500/ £25 
Gold– 1000/ £50 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjUks-c7Y7aAhWFaRQKHcQ_AxoQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartstation.com%2Fgroup-of-friends-having-fun-clipart-11%2F&psig=AOvVaw2Ly4mlcw3A2MhaSQ0dfASj&ust=15223


KS3 Science 
This half term, students have studied the Earth and its  
atmosphere, and then KS3B went on to look at space.   
Stand out work this term included making model fossils 
and volcanos, making a fantastic wall display, and plenty 
of practical work looking at rocks and a real Megalodon 
tooth. 

A big thanks and congratulations to Dougal Gwilliam who 
produced a huge amount of work for the display, and who is 
the winner of the KS3 science award this term.  Well done! 

Step– up 

Since the start of this half term we have introduced a more 
comprehensive Induction process which is intended to allow 
students to settle into the ILC before joining their designated 
class. 
Week 1 to 4 - new students have 1:1 sessions where baseline 
assessments are completed and school expectations are dis-
cussed, followed by In – Reach sessions in 
maths, English and science taken by subject 
leads. 
Week 5 is the start of mornings in the cen-
tre in class, with the introduction of full 
time in ILC from week 6 providing all ex-
pectations have been met. 

ILC Uniform! 
 Students are required to wear: 

 
Plain black sweatshirt 
 
Plain white shirt 
 
Black trousers 
 
Black shoes 
 
No hoodies   
 
No Logo’s on either trousers or 
top 



ICT 

Key Stage 4 students in years 9 and 10 have been spend-
ing this half term looking at computer games. 
They have reviewed games, commenting on their quality 
and have gone on to try two different game creating pro-
grams, Sploder, an on line website for creating different 
game types, and Gamemaker, where they are required to 
create items for the game and the actions these items will 
carry out, before making their game. 
 
 
 
An example of an early simple 
game. 

During the first half of the spring term, all students have 
been covering spreadsheet topics. 
Key stage 3 classes have worked on the basic use and for-
mula for spreadsheets, looking at the use of a spreadsheet 
in a sports centre. 
Key stage 4 have focussed on the use of a spreadsheet for 
setting a budget, with Year 11 students looking at an ICT 
Functional Skill usage of spreadsheets. 
In the second half of the term Key Stage 3 students have 
been looking at Super Heroes and how a 
character can be drawn. 
This has involved the introduction and use 
of a graphics package called Inkscape, a 
free package that they could download at 
home and continue using. 
Here is an example of a penguin drawn with 
Inkscape. 

KS4 Science 
Year 11 Entry level students 
took part in several drop-down 
days and coursework sessions 
to complete their Entry Level 
Science qualifications this half 
term.  Well done to all those 
who have completed their 
courses.  Some pictures of the 
days  are featured to the right. 
 
GCSE year 11 students 
worked on the Earths atmos-
phere and its resources and 
waves.  Year 11 students en-
tered for GCSE science should 
make the most of the Easter 
holidays for revision.  
 
Year 10 students worked on 
quantitative chemistry and 
forces, including using a  
programmable robot to study 
speed and velocity. 
 
The science prizes this term 
go to Courtney Lord Smith 
and Becky Gear for their con-
sistent hard work and excel-
lent attitude.  Well done to 
both of you! 
 



Maths 
We were sad to see the departure of our SEN-
CO and maths teacher, Anne Gough, at Christ-

mas.    Kim Bennett has continued to teach 
maths in the cabin and Doug Wright is covering 
Anne’s classes until the end of July.  A new 

head of maths takes up post in September. 

The outcome of the Number and Measure Award taken in 
January by our year 11 students was extremely pleasing.    
The majority of candidates passed so can confidently work 

towards their Maths GCSE.  Students have also had the op-
portunity to sit three mock papers that mirror the three pa-
pers they will face in the summer.   This experience was de-
signed to help them prepare more fully for the real exams 
on the 21st May, 6th Junes and 11th June. 

End of term achievement certificates in mathemat-
ics have been awarded to: 
Dougal, for being an excellent mathematician,                                        
Maddy, for being an excellent mathematician,                                            

Raffy, for making excellent progress in mathemat-
ics.   

Some of our students struggle with maths because 
they are not secure in the ‘basics’.  It would be 

really useful if parents and carers could encourage 
students to learn and  practice their number bonds
(adding and subtracting numbers from 10),  times 

tables, number of days in the months and how to 
read a clock with hands and numerals on the dial.  

The Cabin News 

ENGLISH 
 
Each week we like to pick a short exert and read it aloud al-
together as a class. We then sit and look at new words the 
text may have given us and discuss the questions we need to 
sit and answer. This is not always the easiest or most modern 
of texts. This enables the students to be pushed to learn. 
Tuesdays to Thursday the students have a set curriculum 
topic to follow and complete various activities within these 
themes. They enjoy being as dramatic and  imaginative with-
in some of their stories as they can.  

ART 
 
This term we have been looking at 
Slinkachu. This is where people and 
animals are downsized yet the environ-
ment around may not be. example s of 
their work can be seen here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Will depicts children playing  on gun cartridges. Kiera’s version of 
Southern Vectis and Raffy’s tug of war. 



The Cabin  News 

MATHS 
We studied Maths this term starting with learning to use the  
“Bus Stop” method to work out division. We then went onto 
learn how to multiply and divide by powers of 10. From there 
we went onto multiply by 10, 100 and 1000 using decimals.  
The next step after half term was learning about Fractions, 
Decimals and Percentages.  The next topic was learning about 
shapes and reflection, rotational symmetry and finding the lines 
of symmetry. This was tricky for some. We looked at angles 
and then onto rounding to the nearest integer or decimal place. 
We are now looking at sequencing of numbers given the N’th 
term. The students have successfully completed their end of 
term levelling assessments.  Well done to all. 

 

The cabin is a specialist teaching area for KS3 students. 
This term we have been lucky to place two more students back 
to school. We wish them well for their future! 

WORLD RELIGION 
Hinduism was the religion we chose this term. We have discov-
ered  lots of interesting things about this faith. Their elders are 
greatly respected and looked after very well. 
We have looked at some of the beautiful temples and statues 
they have around the world. We found out what the dot on the 
ladies forehead symbolises.  We peeked at the Holy book and 
some of the stories within it. 

English 
As we approach the end of the spring term, we bring 
to a close our successful study of Philip Reeve’s 
Mortal Engines.  Students have wrestled with the 
concept of ‘Municipal Darwinism’; they have ex-
plored the scenario of mankind having been almost 
wiped out, with the survivors deciding to mobilise 
themselves by creating great predator cities.  The stu-
dents have enjoyed reading this futuristic steampunk 
text which has also enabled them to deepen and ex-
tend their understanding of textual structure and anal-
ysis.  Literacy has been extended across the curricu-
lum with art using “old tech” for a project and sci-

ence linking to the theory of Darwinism.  The novel’s theme of the bigger 
cities destroying and then digesting the smaller cities, in a frantic race for 
survival, is fascinating and thought-provoking stuff!  Not surprisingly, the 
subsequent creative writing that the students have been producing about 
predator cities in a post-apocalyptic world has been amazing.  The film, 
which was based on this book, was released in cinemas last December and 
we are looking forward to watching it in school, on DVD, as an end of 
term treat! 

Over in Key Stage 4, our year 10 students have been put-
ting their super-sleuthing skills to the test as they have been 
learning the tricks of the trade from the world’s most popu-
lar fictional detective: Sherlock Holmes.  The Hound of 
The Baskervilles merges two popular genres, the detective 
story and the Gothic tale – a gripping and frightening tale!  
Students have been painstakingly piecing together the clues 
to identify the mastermind behind the legendary hound.  I 
can report that they are very close to cracking the case dear 
Watson! 

 
Our year 11 students have been hard at work polish-
ing their exam skills in readiness for this summer’s 
GCSE English Language examination.  Skills of 
analysis, evaluation and comparison have been care-
fully practised as they explore a range of fiction and 
non-fiction texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centu-
ries.  We are wishing all of our year 11 students eve-
ry success in the forthcoming examination series. 



Art Gallery 
This term we have been 
looking at photography and 
print. 

Our first project was exploring 

the miniature world of street artist 

‘Slinkachu’ . Here students used 
tiny models to create scenes that 

convey a message about current 

affairs using humour and irony. 

Example work: ‘Artificial’ by 

Becky .Ciaran’s ‘Fairy-tale gone 

wrong and Will depicts children 

playing on gun cartridges. 

About her Alice in Wonderland 

image Courtney writes: 

‘Peer Pressure– it’s better to walk 

alone than with the wrong 

crowd.’  

Macro photography 
Students were asked to take a  
series of close up images and 
learnt Photoshop skills to en-
hance colours and apply  
different effects. 

Forest Schools 
Forest School and Beach School 
Forest School has been quite exciting this term with stu-
dents looking at the ever changing environment and inves-
tigating how the Pioneers of old created amazing appa-
ratus by just tying poles together with specific knots. We 
are going to try to emulate this by designing and building 
our own 10 foot ladder. 
Beach School has been focused on looking at human im-
pact on the coastal environment, Flotsam (things that float 
on to the beach) and Jetsam (things that appear on a 
beach) are two of the things that we’ve been trying to 
work out what could be done to reduce the human  
pollution. 



PE 

KS3 
 
PE in KS3 has been looking at the development of key individual 
sport skills such as Table Tennis and Badminton whilst also looking at 
evolving the existing Circus skills that were taught before Christmas, 
Diablo, Devil Sticks, Poi and Plate Spinning are just some of the skills 
that  our students in KS3 have been excelling in. 
 
KS4 
 
PE in KS4 has been focussing on completing the Team Sports and In-
dividual Sports sections of their BTEC in Sport and Active Leisure at 
Level 1. Students have engaged successfully in Football, Basketball, 
Tennis and Bowling to achieve completion in these sections. Most no-
table in these activities has been how much our current cohort of  
students enjoy football, engaging in it most days. 

Photography and Print 

Cyanotype Printing. 
Cyanotype is the process of making blue prints. Objects can be 
placed directly onto the chemical treated surface or you can use 
negatives of your image. The cyanotype is printed using UV, or 
natural sunlight. For our ship wreck project students were asked to 
create a ‘message in a bottle’. Other students took prints of keys 
and wrote stories about what their key unlocked, from secret  
gardens to magical lands. 

Casting Project 
Students were asked to consider what might 
be a relic of the future. They made prints of 
objects in clay  to take a plaster cast. They 
then painted these to look like a natural  
artefact.  

 ‘Out of the box’-Response Project 
We have been working with artists from 
Quay Crafts on the concept of their  
exhibition ‘Out of the box’ at  
Carisbrooke Castle museum. Here each 
artist has chosen a relic from the  
museum and produced a piece of con-
temporary art in response. 

Student Response work 
The relics from the museum we chose 
to base our project on were from Isle of 
Wight shipwrecks and ancient Skeleton 
keys.KS4 students will continue to 
work on the project next term  to 
 develop their own outcomes  for their 
BTEC work. 



Welcome to Emma– the new Food Tech Teacher! 
 
We started the term with a week of focaccia breads so I could assess 
the practical skills of the students here. I was very impressed! All 
focaccias were well made and looked good. I was amazed at how 
willing students were to try some more unusual toppings like sun-

dried tomatoes and rosemary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The spring term has seen us celebrating a wide range of 
food events.  
We made white chocolate cupcakes and shortbreads for 
Valentines day.  Cakes by Kayleigh and Maddy 

 

Food Tech 
We celebrated Chinese New Year by making chow mein, gong 
bao chicken, barbecue pork buns and egg friend rice. Below 
dishes by Courtney, Nathan, Chris and Becky. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve also completed some AQA awards including Chinese cookery, 
health and safety, bread making and scone making.  
Year 11 have been increasing their skills by making more complex dishes 
ready for their practical exams next term. They will be completing the level 

2 Home Cooking BTEC. In the last two weeks of term these students will 
be making two course meals in class. Can they get it done in time? 

 

 

 

Courtney’s  spaghetti and meatballs with garlic bread. Oky’s cottage pie 
and  Courtney's Thai green curry. 

Food Tech 


