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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Student  
 
I’m sure that you will have heard the Prime Minister’s announcement on Wednesday 18th 
March about general school closures but continuing provision for children of key workers and 
‘vulnerable’ children. I’m writing to give you an update on our plans for this, following advice 
from the Local Authority. 
 
School will close at the end of the day on Friday 20th March and there is no expectation then 
that pupils will then attend school until we receive further advice from the Government. 
However, schools have been asked to provide an emergency service.  
 
Emergency Service 
 
While our school will be closed for general admissions, all schools across the country are 
being asked to run an emergency service for the children of key workers in essential services 
so that they are able to continue to work.   At the moment we have not received the definitive 
list of key workers from the Government but on the Island it is likely to look like this: 
 

 Health care staff 

 Social care staff 

 Teachers and education staff 

 Military personnel 

 Emergency services 

 Council workers needed for essential work 

 Drivers delivering essential goods 
 
There is no expectation that children of these key workers have to attend school. If you fall 
into this group and wish to make other arrangements, then that will be fine. 
 
We are also being asked to continue to provide education for children who have an Education 
and Health Care Plan (EHCP), children who have a social worker assigned to the family and 
children from families receiving Early Help. 
 

http://www.iwight.com/
http://www.islandlearning.co.uk/


 
Again, there is no expectation that these children have to come to school. For many children 
in special schools, it is safer for them to self-isolate for medical reasons. A member of my 
team will contact you to discuss what would be best for your child. 
 
Home to School Transport 
 
The Council will continue to make home to school transport available to those children that 
are eligible to receive it. In some instances that might require some changes to be made which 
may take a little time. We expect further information from the Isle of Wight Council if this is the 
case. 
 
On-line Materials 
 
For those children who will be at home from Monday morning, there will be on-line resources 

that will help children continue to learn. Log in details will be available or emailed to you by 

Monday at the latest. The BBC has said that it will be increasing the range of its resources to 

support children’s education. Please let the school know as soon as possible if you do not 

have internet access or if you are having any difficulty accessing the sites. We are also able 

to hand deliver packs of work should they be required, as an alternative. 

You may be aware that GCSE and A Levels exams have been cancelled this summer, 
however in order to exemplify the work students have already completed in GCSE and BTEC 
subjects, we ask that they continue to produce sufficient evidence of the current working grade 
so we will be in a position to support the examination board’s procedures.  
 
In addition to monitoring academic progress we are also aware of our responsibility to 
safeguard students at this difficult time. All centre students have therefore been linked with a 
staff member who will make a weekly phone call. Please use this opportunity to mention any 
difficulties you are experiencing which we may be able to help with. If we are unable to help 
we may be able to make contact with an alternative agency on your behalf.  
 
I’d like to thank you all for your support through these unprecedented times. Please be assured 
that I will continue to update you as the situation changes and that we will continue to work for 
the best interests of the children at our school.  
 
While you may be aware the GCSE and A level examinations have been cancelled, we will 
need to ensure that students have enough wok that exemplifies their current grades to support 
any grading processes the exam boards choose. 
 
If you have any specific school questions please direct them to the normal 
ilcadminoffice@iow.gov.uk  email address. For generic questions you many find the answer 
at https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Jackie Boxx 

Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education


 
 
 
 

Other Information from the School Nurse 

 

The school nurse team have also requested we pass the following useful information and 

contact details for support: 

The NHS 0-19 Public health team including Health Visitors and School nurses will continue 

to be available via our duty desk: Tel: 821388   Email: www.0-19dutydesk@nhs.net 

We have a Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/IOWPHTEAM/ 

We recommend that parents and young people have a look at these websites for general 

health advice.  https://what0-18.nhs.uk/    https://www.nhs.uk/ 
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